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The 1838 List of Inhabitants for Bay St. George’s Inner Bay

In the summer of 1838, the H.M.S. Crocodile, a British naval vessel under the command of
Captain James Polkinghorne, travelled the length of Newfoundland’s west coast and completed a
census of the inhabitants.
Although marred by a number of significant errors and omissions, Polkinghorne’s 1838 List of
the Inhabitants of the Western Shores of Newfoundland offers an important record of the early settlers
of Bay St. George, as well as important clues that have pointed the way for further research. The
focus of this article is to present the information contained on the 1838 List, offer clarification where
necessary, correct inaccuracies, and fill in the gaps left by a number of omissions on the original list.
Additional information and notes are included throughout the article regarding the settler population,
their origins, and where they were living in the inner bay.
The vessel that visited the Newfoundland’s west coast in 1838 was the 3rd British Royal Navy
vessel to bear the name, Crocodile. The first was launched in 1781 and was lost in 1784. The second
was launched in 1806 and was broken up in 1816. The 3rd Crocodile was a 500 ton sailing vessel that
had been constructed at the Chatham Dockyard near London, and was launched on October 28, 1825.
It was 34.7 metres long by 9.75 metres wide and was armed with 28 cannons and carronades. It was
used as a troop transport vessel for most of its years of service. The Royal Navy sold the vessel in
1861, and in 1866 another Crocodile was constructed that was steam-powered and also rigged for
sail. Like the previous vessel, it was used by the Royal Navy as a troop ship until 1894 when it was
broken up.
Late in 1837, when the 3rd Crocodile was in its twelfth year of service, the vessel left England
enroute to the Caribbean. The Crocodile had been assigned troop transport duties in North American
waters. In April 1838 it sailed from Bermuda to Halifax. During the next two months, the vessel
visited various locations throughout the Maritimes, including stopovers at Halifax and Charlottetown.
From mid-June until early July of 1838, the vessel patrolled the south coast of Newfoundland, and
then set sail for St. John’s Harbour.
While in St. John’s, Captain Polkinghorne was given instructions from the British Admiralty to
gather census information and complete a report on all of the settlements along the west coast. He
was also instructed that, upon completion of his survey along the west coast, he would continue on
up the Strait of Belle Isle. There he would conduct a survey of the fisheries along the southern coast
of Labrador. Upon Polkinghorne receiving these orders, the Crocodile had departed from St. John’s
Harbour on July 21, 1838.
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The vessel had arrived at St. George’s Harbour on the west coast on July 25, 1838. Captain
Polkinghorne then recorded the following section of his introductory remarks that would accompany
his written report and his census report:
...from whence (St. George’s Harbour) I could make the necessary inquiries regarding the settlers in
that neighbourhood – two boats were immediately dispatched under the orders of the second and
third lieutenants who visited every hamlet within 8 leagues (about 38.64 kilometres) of the ship and
ascertained the number of inhabitants, their origin, and in what manner they procured a subsistence...

One of Polkinghorne’s lieutenants travelled across to the settlement at the mouth of St. George’s
River (now Stephenville Crossing) to begin collecting information. The other lieutenant travelled out
to the south end of the bay (the outer bay). For his part of the census, Captain Polkinghorne remained
at St. George’s Harbour and recorded information on the residents of the Sandy Point area.
For the most part, the 1838 List of Inhabitants included only the names of adult males
Polkinghorne designated as the heads of household. Most were men who, in addition to owning their
own fishing boats, also had a residence of their own. Except for those unable to work, almost everyone
on the 1838 List participated in either the cod, salmon or herring fishery. Except for widows who
owned their own residences, the names of the wives of fishermen, as well as children, were not
recorded. Some of the families of Bay St. George’s inner bay were omitted or missed during the
recording of the 1838 List.
In 1838 there were still several families living in the inner bay area who spoke Mi’kmaq as their
first language. In many cases, individuals whose main language was Mi’kmaq, or a mixture of
Mi’kmaq and French, were excluded from Polkinghorne’s listing. The largest Mi’kmaq-speaking
group was then living just across the harbour from Sandy Point at Seal Rocks (now part of St.
George’s). Others were spread from present-day Stephenville Crossing down to Bank Head (St.
Teresa-Journois area). The majority had some French heritage.
Polkinghorne’s main intent was to gather information on the European settler population of the
west coast, and their degree of involvement in the commercial fishery. Most of the Mi’kmaq-speaking
settlers did not rely upon the commercial fishery for their livelihood, and still spent much of the year
hunting in the interior. Consequently, they were not in direct competition with the French migratory
fishermen from St. Pierre-Miquelon and France for the resources of the fishery.
Part of the reasoning behind the British Admiralty’s interest in conducting the 1838 census, was
to gather information on the settler population in response to claims by the French government that
the settler population interfered with French fishing rights along the Treaty Shore.
Polkinghorne’s completed list was submitted to his superiors, along with his written report on the
settlements along the west coast. Most of the surnames of 1838 continue to be common in Bay St.
George. In recording the surnames of the area, in many cases Captain Polkinghorne and his
lieutenants adopted more English-sounding spellings. These were based upon the way the names
sounded, as very few of the settler informants were able to read and write. Abbreviations or initials
were entered by Polkinghorne for most of the names on the list.
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The first 22 names on the 1838 list (all of Page 1 and the first 4 names on Page 2) were of the
Protestant English-speaking settlers on the very eastern end of the peninsula. A majority of these
settlers were of English, Jersey Island or English-Jersey Island descent.
With the exception of an English-speaking Protestant widow named Catherine Hoar (born 1778,
the widow of George Sr.), whose name appeared on the wrong part of the list, the next 21 names on
the list (the remainder of Page 2 and the first 6 names on Page 3) were of Roman Catholic settlers
who lived a short distance up the peninsula to the west of the Protestant part of the village of Sandy
Point. These were mainly of French and French-Mi’kmaq descent. The Jesseaume (Jesso), Marche,
LeJeune (Young), Mote, and Medore (Madore) families had begun arriving in the area from Cape
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Breton in the late 1820s. Among the 21 names was the name William Hurley. He was a Roman
Catholic who had emigrated from Ireland. Also included in the 21 names (residents of the western
part of the community) was a recently arrived keeper of an inn or lodging house, named John M.
Hall. His surname was English, but he was a Roman Catholic of English and French descent. He had
come to the area from Cape Breton and would soon settle in the Codroy Valley.
Captain Polkinghorne may not have known about Catherine Hoar earlier on when he entered the
22 names for the English-speaking Protestant part of the settlement onto the list, so he simply added
her in near the end of the list of 21 names for the Roman Catholic part of the settlement. Two of her
children were married and resided on Sandy Point. These included George Jr. who married Elizabeth
Renouf in 1832 and Elizabeth who married Samuel Swyer Jr. in about 1836.
The list of 21 names pertaining to the mainly French and French-Mi’kmaq part of the community
included the name F. Binnard, a fisherman with a family of 5. There are no further records in the area
for individuals with this surname, although the surname does appear later on in the century in the
nearby outer Bay of Islands area. The surname Binnard/Benard is French. It is unlikely that
Polkinghorne misspelled the Mi’kmaq and Innu surname Bernard, which was present on the Island
during this period, as Captain Polkinghorne chose not to include Mi’kmaq-speaking families on his
list who derived their main income from hunting or trapping. F. Binnard/Benard was likely from
France.
The 21st and final name pertaining to the Roman Catholic, western part of the Sandy Point
settlement, was the name O. Bennett. This was a son of Francis Sr. and Anne (L’Official) Benoit
from the community now known as Stephenville Crossing. His full name appears to have been OliverSébastien Benoit. He settled near the family of Joseph Jesseaume (now Jesso) in the western part of
the Sandy Point community after marrying Joseph’s daughter, Theotiste, in about 1832. Sébastien
and Theotiste lived at Sandy Point until the mid-1840s, then moved to found the community of
Benoit’s Cove in the Bay of Islands. On his list, Polkinghorne used the spelling Gesson in reference
to Joseph and a second spelling, Jesson, in reference to his son, Louis.
Following the name O. Bennett, on page 3 of Polkinghorne’s Sandy Point listing, he mistakenly
included the names of 5 fishermen who were actually residents of the nearby settlement now known
as Stephenville Crossing. Polkinghorne and his lieutenant referred to this community as Gout or Le
Belier.
These 5 names were: John Bennett (Jean-Francois Benoit), Jas. Young (Jacques/James Young
Jr.), Jno. Pilley (Jean Pillet), Jno. Lucaw (Jean Lucas), and Jno. Merry (William John Barry).
Following the last of these 5 names, Polkinghorne seems to have then discovered one more settler
from the English-speaking Protestant part of the community of Sandy Point named William
Haynes/Hynes, so he then added in his name to complete his Sandy Point listing.
It is difficult to say exactly why Polkinghorne decided to enter 5 Gout or Le Belier (now
Stephenville Crossing) names towards the end of his Sandy Point listing on page 3. A likely
explanation is that he had learned something about the residents of the community he referred to as
Gout or Le Belier from Sandy Point informants and wrote it down prior to the return of his lieutenant
from the community.
When the lieutenant submitted his part of the list to the captain, Polkinghorne then entered the
heading Gout or Le Belier a little farther down on Page 3 of his list. The result was that three names
were repeated twice on page 3 - once with the Sandy Point names and a second time with the Gout
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(Main Gut) or Le Belier names. These included: Jas./J. Young (Jacques/James Young Jr.), Jno.
Pilley/Paley (Jean Pillet), and Jno./J. Lucaw (Jean Lucas).
John Bennett’s (Jean-Francois Benoit) name was also mistaken entered near the end of the Sandy
Point names, but was not included on the Gout or Le Belier listing submitted by the lieutenant to
Polkinghorne as he was living there in the home of his father, F. Bennett (Francois Benoit). JeanFrancois was usually referred to as Jean Benoit and sometimes as Francois Benoit Jr.
John Merry (William John Barry) was of Irish descent. He had come to the area from Placentia
Bay and usually went by his middle name of John. Locally his surname was pronounced as Berry,
which Captain Polkinghorne mistakenly interpreted as being Merry. He was also mistakenly entered
near the end of the Sandy Point names. He was not included on the Gout (The Gut) or Le Belier
listing submitted by the lieutenant to Polkinghorne as he was living there in the home of his fatherin-law, Jacques/James Young Jr. William John Barry was married to Marie Lejeune. In the early
1840s, they moved over to Sandy Point. Jacques/James Young Sr., who was married to Catherine
Jesseaume (Jesso), was correctly listed as living on Sandy Point on the 1838 List.
Captain Polkinghorne was somewhat off with the totals for the number of individuals in families
living in the community he called Gout or Le Belier (now Stephenville Crossing), which he did not
visit, and mistakenly entered on the Sandy Point part of the list. He probably had difficulty
communicating with French-speaking informants, as well as the fact that his own information was
gathered on Sandy Point not at Gout or Le Belier. His lieutenant, who did visit the settlement, and
also probably spoke very little French, simply entered a rough estimate of 30 or 40 as the population
total for the entire community at Gout or Le Belier, rather than including the number of individuals
in each family.
As noted, by Gout or Le Belier the English-speaking lieutenant and Captain Polkinghorne were
referring to the settlement at the mouth of St. George’s River now known as Stephenville Crossing.
The English-speaking settlers referred to the mouth of the river and the community located there as
The Gut or Main Gut. During this period, the French-speaking settlers referred to St. George’s River
as Le Grand Barachois. The mouth of the river, and the community located there, was then also
sometimes known as Le Goulet (The Narrow Part or The Narrows). Le Goulet was also used as a
place name in France.
During this period, the term Gut, which Polkinghorne mistakenly called Gout, was often used in
English to refer to the narrow mouth of a fairly large river. The French name Le Belier (The Ram or
The Battering Ram) was only used for a brief period of time. A passage through the turbulent waters
at the mouth of the river could have somewhat of a battering ram effect on small vessels and often
resulted in their being capsized. Later on in the 19th century, after Mattis Point became a permanent
settlement, the settlements on both sides of the river (Stephenville Crossing and Mattis Point) were
often referred to as Main River.
As noted, unfortunately the 1838 List contained a variety of significant errors in relation to the
residents of the inner bay, as it did for other parts of the west coast. In particular, many of the places
of birth or origin (native place) given for family heads in the inner bay contained errors, and some
settler names were missed or omitted from the list.
The 1838 List mistakenly recorded a number of fishermen who came to the west coast from
France, St. Pierre, and Miquelon as being from Cape Breton. Citizens of France or its territories and
colonies were not considered naturalized citizens of Great Britain or its territories and colonies unless
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they had been legally declared so by a senior British government official. Former members of the
French migratory fishery or navy who had not become naturalized citizens would therefore have
thought it prudent to disguise their true identities - especially from naval officers. On the other hand,
nearby Cape Breton, which had a substantial French-speaking population, was now considered to be
part of the British Colony of Nova Scotia. Its residents were free to move around within the
boundaries of other British colonies or territories. As many of the French-speaking settlers of the
inner bay had come to the area from Cape Breton, the former residents of France, St. Pierre, and
Miquelon were able to disguise themselves within these population groups should the need arise. In
fact, most defectors from the French fishing fleets and navy soon married French or Mi’kmaqspeaking girls who had been born in Newfoundland or in the Maritimes.
Some Bay St. George settlers, whose names appeared on the 1838 List with St. Pierre entered as
their native place, would not have been born there. This was due to the fact that settlers from France
had only begun to move to St. Pierre and Miquelon in 1815, after the conclusion of the Napoleonic
Wars. The former colonists of the two islands had almost all remained loyal to the French Crown and
most had departed voluntarily early in 1793, just prior to the British takeover that same year. The
majority of these had moved over to the Maritimes rather than swear an oath of loyalty to Napoleon
and the new regime in France. By late 1793, the British had deported all of the remaining migratory
French fishermen and soldiers from the islands. They would not be recolonized by France until 1815.
Defectors who had jumped ship from the British Navy also wished to disguise their true origins
from the British naval officers who were collecting information along the west coast in the summer
of 1838. One such man was William Haynes (now Hynes) of Sandy Point who was born in England.
The 1838 List gave his native place as Cape Breton.
For a variety of reasons, a fair number of settlers along the west coast would have been somewhat
nervous when British naval officers began circulating amongst them in the summer of 1838 asking
all sorts of personal questions about their origins, their families, and how they earned a living. Most
settlers were well aware that the British government had been subjected to ongoing pressure by the
French government in relation to gaining support towards a possible removal of settlers along the
west coast.
Any fears or suspicions held by the settlers would appear to have been well-founded in regards
to the collecting of information by the officers of the Crocodile during the summer of 1838. Having
listened somewhat sympathetically to the concerns of the French government and their interpretation
of their rights along the Treaty Shore (West Coast), Lord Glenelg (Charles Grant), the London-based
Secretary of State for War and the Colonies, had decided to investigate the Crown’s responsibilities
towards the settler population along Newfoundland’s west coast. The first step was to conduct a
census of sorts (The 1838 List of Inhabitants) and to request a full written report.
The 1838 List and Captain Polkinghorne’s written report was received and reviewed by the British
Colonial Office in the fall of 1838. The issue over settlement along the Treaty Shore continued to be
bandied about by various Crown officials. Whatever consideration Lord Glenelg might have
personally given to French concerns over the settler population was soon terminated. After a stormy
term of office, and having made political enemies, Lord Glenelg resigned in February of 1839.
Fortunately, the French government would not choose to repeat their earlier actions of the mid1780s, when they actually deported British and Channel Island settlers and migratory fishermen from
the west coast. A decision to stop the settlers from fishing would also have certainly resulted in
clearing the coast of settlers, as all of the settlers depended on the fishery as their main source of
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income. It was not until 1904 that the French government finally gave up their rights to a fishery
along the Treaty Shore.
As some of the Polkinghorne’s informants, who offered information for the 1838 List, spoke
languages or dialects that were not clearly understood by the English-speaking captain or his
lieutenants, this sometimes resulted in the wrong information being recorded. Some errors
undoubtedly occurred because many informants were illiterate and unable to spell their own names
or because information was not collected directly from the person whose name was being recorded.
The 1838 List of Inhabitants recorded Joseph Jesseaume (now Jesso) of Sydney (the Little Bras
d’Or - Boularderie area) with 20 people in his family. Joseph was married to Marie-Josephe Anne
Marche. One of his sons, Louis, was recorded on Sandy Point with 1 person in his family. Omitted
from the 1838 List of Inhabitants was the family of George Sheppard (husband of Joseph’s daughter,
Marie), who lived just across from Sandy Point at South Side (now part of St. George’s). This family
was likely included as part of the 20 unnamed people recorded as belonging to Joseph’s family.
Joseph and Marie-Josephe Anne (Marche) Jesseaume’s family left Little Bras d’Or, Cape Breton in
1830. They settled at South Side briefly then moved over to Sandy Point.
During this period, most of the population of the Sandy Point Peninsula still spent the winter
months in sheltered areas across from the peninsula. During the warmer months, the number of
settlers occupying their seasonal dwellings on Sandy Point at any one time was constantly changing,
as whole families spread throughout the area periodically pursuing the cod and salmon fisheries. In
late July, when the Crocodile dropped anchor at St. George’s Harbour, a number of families of Sandy
Point would still have been living in small cabins located all around the bay at the mouths of brooks
and rivers and in isolated coves. There they pursued the fishery. Some would be out in the vicinity of
the Port au Port Peninsula. This would certainly account for some of the families not being recorded
on the 1838 List, although Polkinghorne may have learned about some of them through relatives and
counted them in his Sandy Point family totals even though they were absent from the area.
Protestant, English-speaking settler families of Sandy Point, whose names were omitted from the
1838 List, included some adult members of the Renouf family, who may have been all living in their
parent’s home. Clement Renouf Sr. and Mary Huelin, who settled on Sandy Point in 1805, are
believed to have been deceased by 1838. Their 5 sons who were missed on the census include: John
Renouf who would marry Elizabeth (maiden name unknown) in 1839, Clement Renouf Jr. who would
marry Ann Pennell in 1844, and Philip Renouf who would marry Margaret Parsons in 1842. Another
brother from this family, Joseph Renouf, had married Sarah Ellen Huelin and settled on Sandy Point
in 1836. Isaac Renouf, another brother (a bachelor), was also missing from the list.
Other Protestant, English-speaking settler families of Sandy Point, whose names were omitted
from the 1838 List included: Samuel Swyer Jr. (husband of Elizabeth Hoar) and his brother, William
Swyer (husband of Catherine Venson/Vincent).
There were three Marche families listed on Sandy Point in July 1838. These had arrived from the
Little Bras d’Or-Boularderie area of Cape Breton in the late summer of 1830 and included: F. Marsh
Senr. (Victor-Francis Marche Sr./Francis Marche Sr. - the husband of Sophie Adelaide Jesseaume),
Rose Marsh (Rosalie/Rose Marche - the widow of a son of François/Francis Sr and Sophie), and F.
Marsh Jr. (Francis Marche Jr. - the husband of Emilie/Amelia LeJeune). Francis Jr. and Emilie moved
out to the Port au Port Peninsula in 1846.
A married, adult brother of Francis Marche Sr. named Jean-Marie Marche (husband of Marie
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Martha LeJeune) was omitted from the list. In 1838, he was living across from Sandy Point at South
Side (now St. George’s). He would later move with his family out to Mainland on the western end of
the Port au Port Peninsula, in 1846. Another brother, Denis Francis Marche (husband of Charlotte
Catherine LeJeune), arrived in the Bay from Cape Breton in about 1838 - probably soon after the
Crocodile had left the area.
Georges Benoit, the son of François and Anne Benoit of the Main Gut, was living in the inner
bay in 1838, but was not included on the list as he was living in the Mi’kmaq community at Seal
Rocks. As noted, none of the residents of the Mi’kmaq community at Seal Rocks were included on
the 1838 List. Georges Benoit had married Charlotte Pierrot/Alexandre of Cape Breton in the early
1820s. Her parents and some of her siblings had come to live at Seal Rocks in 1830. None of these
Pierrot/Alexandres were included on the 1838 List.
The Shaw family of Sandy Point was not mentioned on the 1838 List because the parents (Samuel
Shaw and Mary Messervey) had recently died. The three children were being raised in the household
of their older half-brother, George Pieroway Jr, who was then 23 years old. George Jr. would marry
Mary Ann ‘Polly’ Dalton in 1847.
On the 1838 List, numbers pertaining to Time of Residence in Present Abode were often rounded
off to the nearest 5 or 10 years. Jean Lucas and Jean Pillet were listed as having both been at Gout/The
Gut or Le Belier (now Stephenville Crossing) for 15 years (since 1823). They may have arrived there
at an earlier date, as a French naval record of the period notes that there were 5 families there in 1821.
Both men were from France. Jean Lucas married Henrietta LeJeune in about 1834. Jean Pillet married
Marie LeJeune in about 1837. The only permanent settler family known for certain to have been
living in the community of Gout/The Gut or Le Belier (now Stephenville Crossing) in 1821, was the
extended family of Francois and Anne Benoit, and possibly Anne’s brother, Georges L’Official.
During this period, there were often one or two Mi’kmaq families from Seal Rocks who lived near
the mouth of St. George’s River in the 1820s, during the summer salmon fishery, then returned to
Seal Rocks in the colder months. They also spent part of their year hunting and trapping in the interior.
The 1838 List gave François Benoit’s time of residence in the area as 50 years. This number was
also rounded off. He had actually been there in permanent residence at Gout/The Gut or Le Belier for
48 years (since December 1789). James Young Jr. was correctly entered on the 1838 List as having
been there for 8 years (since 1830).
In 1838 there were already settlers at additional locations in the inner bay besides those indicated
on the 1838 List of Inhabitants. Although Philip Dennis’ family was recorded as being on Sandy
Point, where they maintained a summer home, their main residence was at Little Barachois Brook,
where Philip maintained the largest farm in the St. George’s Harbour area. Philip grew up at Little
Barachois Brook. He had moved over to Sandy Point for a few years during the 1820s after marrying
Anne Pennell of Sandy Point in 1823. The family of his brother, John Dennis, resided on Sandy Point
in 1838, as did their sister, Ann (wife of William Haynes/Hynes), and their sister Susan, the widow
of Philip Messervey. Philip’s mother, Fanny (Serle) Dennis, was a widow in 1838, living with the
family of one of her children.
The family of James Penny was omitted from the 1838 List. This family lived on Sandy Point
from the mid-1820s until the mid-1830s, then moved over to Indian Creek (now Stephenville) until
about the mid-1840s. Next, the Penny family may have resided for several years on the Port au Port
Peninsula. James Penny is possibly a brother to Isaac Penny from Fortune Bay who came to the area
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at the same time. He married Elizabeth Huelin (born in about 1802) of the community now known as
St. David’s in Bay St. George South (the outer bay). Isaac and Elizabeth settled in Fortune Bay and
raised a family there.
The family of Benjamin and Frances (Bagg) Kippen/Keeping was omitted from the 1838 List.
They had moved to the area from Burnt Islands on the south coast. By 1836 they were living in the
Kippens River/Romaines River area in the vicinity of the present-day Town of Kippens. In the early
1840s, the Kippen family returned to Burnt Islands.
Only 16 years had elapsed between the 1822 visit of William Epps Cormack and the 1838 visit
of James Polkinghorne. Cormack had determined there were about 160 settlers of European descent
in Bay St. George, of which about 100 lived in the inner bay and about 60 lived in the outer bay.
During the brief period between 1822 and 1838, however, an influx of new settlers had resulted in a
dramatic increase in the population of the inner bay, particularly at Sandy Point.
The following is an excerpt from Captain James Polkinghorne’s report to his superiors:
…The settlers at Sandy Point, the entrance of St. George’s River and 3 hamlets on the south side of
the Bay amount to about 400 persons…generally speaking the settlers are British subjects, many of
the aged born in England, and others in different parts of Newfoundland. Perhaps 40 are of Canadian
descent, about the same number from Jersey and Guernsey, and about 30 families from Cape Breton
and St. Pierre – all of French descent, calling themselves to me English subjects, but should a French
ship of war enter the harbour at the moment they would readily become French…They all procure
their sustenance by the salmon, herring and cod fishery during the summer months…they have been
enabled to clear considerable portions of land around them which produce pasturage for their cattle
and sheep, while pigs and poultry were abundant. They are in fact a thriving community in possession
of more comfort than any similar class I have met with around the shores of this island…They are
all uneducated and I do not believe 50 of their number can read or write. They also have several
schooners that run to Quebec and Halifax for winter supplies. They belong to the opulent among
them, who have stores of various goods to supply their poor neighbours. Their summer houses are
mere wooden huts containing 2 or 3 rooms. On the approach of winter, they retire with their cattle
to houses they have built in the woods and during the severe season of frost and snow they employ
themselves making casks to stow their salmon and herrings caught during the ensuing summer; also
in hunting and procuring furs...

Polkinghorne’s 1838 List, which indicated that there were 400 permanent settlers in Bay St.
George’s inner and outer bays, missed a number of families and he did not include settlers of
Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Mi’kmaq-French descent residing at Seal Rocks in his tally. There were also a
couple of families of English and Mi’kmaq-French descent at South Side that were missed. Seal
Rocks and South Side are now part of St. George’s. In 1838, the total permanent settler population
of the Bay would have been just over 500 settlers.
The Mi’kmaq-speaking population at Seal Rocks was steadily dwindling by this time, as the St.
George’s Harbour area became more crowded with Europeans. Some had moved to other locations
in the inner bay, such as the Flat Bay and Bank Head area, farther up the west coast, and to more
remote regions of the south coast.
Interestingly, researcher Charles de la Morandière reported that in 1830 a French naval officer
had written to the French Governor of St. Pierre indicating that:
In Bay St. George to the north there is a population of some 2,000 souls, which can be divided into
the following parts: 400 English, 1,200 Acadians and 400 French and Indians…

This was an exaggeration, as the entire settler population of the Bay was still under 400 people
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in 1830, with the number of permanent English settlers (including the Channel Islanders) still
outnumbering the Acadians. The French officer who concocted this incredible exaggeration was no
doubt alarmed by the rapid increase in Acadian and Acadian-Mi’kmaq immigration during this
period, as well as the number of these who came from Cape Breton during the summer months to fish
in the vicinity of Bay St. George. French officials, as well as the merchants of northwestern France
and St. Pierre who outfitted vessels with crews and supplies for the migratory fishery, were also
alarmed at the presence of defectors from the French fishery who were hiding out in the inner bay.
Defectors meant that fishing vessels would return to France or St. Pierre in the fall without having
filled their vessels to capacity with cod.
The French naval officer who contacted the Governor of St. Pierre probably hoped to enlist his
assistance in rallying the French government towards the removal of settlers from the Treaty Shore,
and also in driving off fishermen from the Maritimes who regularly came to the west coast. It was
felt that the settlers not only competed with the French migratory fishery for the dwindling number
of cod, but also competed for shore space needed to cure the fish. The economy of St. Pierre was then
fuelled to a great extent by the cod fishery.
In 1859, a French diplomat named Arthur de Gobineau would visit the area and concoct a similar
fabrication. Upon his return to France, Gobineau informed the French government that a great injury
was being done to the French fishery on the west coast due to the presence of a large population of
mostly Irish settlers in the inner bay. Gobineau was well aware that in reality there were only a very
small number of settlers in the area who were of Irish descent.
An unscrupulous master of deception, Gobineau knew that French officials were again
deliberating during this period as to whether or not they should take steps to remove settlers from the
area to protect their fishery. He was also aware that the French government would be wary of
removing settlers of English descent from a British colony and he knew full well that it was also
unlikely that the French government would be spurred to take action if they were made aware that
more than half of the settlers in the inner bay were actually French-speaking.
Gobineau (1816 - 1882), a notorious bigot and racist, became infamous as an advocate, writer,
and developer of the ridiculous theory of the Aryan master race. Of course, Gobineau saw himself as
belonging to this master race. Four years before his appearance in Bay St. George, Gobineau had
completed and published his four volume Essay on the Inequality of the Human Races. Although it
now seems quite unbelievable that such a detestable character as Arthur de Gobineau was able to
maintain a position of political influence and prestige in mid-nineteenth century France, it needs to
be pointed out that racial prejudice was common during this period. The institution of slavery had not
been completely abolished by the French government until 1848.
By the early 1830s, the herring fishery at St. George’s Harbour had already begun to provide a
fair income for many settlers. Although the height of the season usually only lasted for a few weeks
from late-April to mid-May, the amount of herring being taken required fishermen to spend most of
the winter months making barrels for storing herring that would be caught during the following
season. During the early years of the immigration boom many new arrivals to the Bay were drawn to
Sandy Point because of the thriving herring fishery.
Captain Polkinghorne’s report included comments that many of the new arrivals on Sandy Point
were not faring well. He noted that many were forced to depend on the established settler population
for seasonal employment in the herring fishery. By the late 1830s, cod and salmon stocks in the inner
bay had already dwindled considerably. The salmon rivers of the inner bay in close proximity to
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Sandy Point had, for the most part, been claimed by earlier settlers. There was also a very limited
amount of farm and pasture land on the eastern end of the Sandy Point Peninsula, and much of that
had already been claimed by earlier settlers. Many new arrivals to the area, who wished to become
involved in the cod and salmon fishery, and those wishing to establish their own farms, would soon
find it necessary to settle farther out in the Bay, or on the Port au Port Peninsula. However, for those
who did remain on Sandy Point where the population was continuing to grow, there would soon be a
variety of opportunities to work at new trades or occupations. By the mid-1800s, new immigrants to
the Sandy Point area often found employment through service jobs or through providing goods and
services that supported an economy fuelled by the herring fishery.
The 1838 List did not include the east side of Port au Port Bay or the Port au Port Peninsula,
although there were already a few locations there inhabited by settlers. A fisherman from France
named Guillaume Robin had settled at Cape St. George on the southwestern end of the Peninsula in
about 1837. Also arriving out on the western end of the Peninsula in the late 1830s was the family of
Jean Frederick and Marie Anne (LeJeune) Dauphinee (now Duffney) who had resided in St. Anns
Bay, Cape Breton. They were accompanied by their recently married daughter, Susan and her
husband, Henri LeJeune of Little Bras d’Or, Cape Breton. The family of Louis and Ursule (Marche)
Benoit was living at Fox Island River on the east side of Port au Port Bay from about 1833.
The names of the two lieutenants who assisted with collecting information for the 1838 List in
Bay St. George are not known. Four lieutenants were recorded on the vessel in the fall of 1837. These
were: Francis Polwhile, Charles C. Austen, S. Otway Wooldridge, and William F. Hopkins. Charles
C. Austen had been promoted to lieutenant in 1835. His term of service on board the Crocodile had
begun in September of 1837. In The Northern Mariner, Volume XV, 2005, researcher James M.
Whalen notes that the logbooks of naval lieutenant Charles Austen, from 1836-41, provide detailed
records of his travels on board British naval vessels and additionally includes his period of service
on board the Crocodile. Austen’s logbooks include interesting references to the summer of 1838 and
the recording of the census along the West Coast of Newfoundland. Austen drowned along with five
others on March 08, 1842, when a small boat (cutter) capsized while going ashore at Jaffa on the
coast of Israel.
On September 12, 1838, the day after his return to St. John’s, Polkinghorne’s completed report
and his census of the west coast settler population, along with his survey of the Labrador fishery, was
handed over to Governor Henry Prescott. The census was submitted under the title, The 1838 List of
Inhabitants of the Western Shores of Newfoundland. (manuscript copy GN 1/13/2/B, held at the
Provincial Archives of NL). The Governor then sent off the census and written report to the Colonial
Office Secretary in England on September 25, 1838 (Colonial Office Documents 194/101). The
Colonial Office receipt stamp on the original list is dated February 1839.
In the late 1990s, a transcription of a section of Captain James Polkinghorne’s 1838 List of
Inhabitants of the Western Shores of Newfoundland appeared on the internet that was incorrectly
labelled as J. B. Juke’s List of Inhabitants, 1839. Copies of the incorrectly titled list continue to be
posted on various internet sites in connection with Bay St. George family history. Joseph B. Jukes
was an English geologist who travelled around the coastal areas and some of the interior of the Island
in 1839 and 1840. Jukes was not in Newfoundland in 1838, and he never collected (or later published)
any census information whatsoever pertaining to his travels along the west coast nor did he claim to
have done so. Jukes did not arrive in Newfoundland for the first time until May 08, 1839. As noted,
the receipt stamp placed on The 1838 List of Inhabitants by the Colonial Office in London is dated
February 1839. Jukes’ detailed journals or accounts of his travels clearly indicate that he never even
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set foot in some of the communities recorded on the 1838 List. He also did not include a copy of the
1838 List in any of his notes or otherwise indicate that he had any knowledge of Polkinghorne’s list.
In mid-September, 1838, the Crocodile sailed out of St. John’s and proceeded to Halifax, and
from there departed on October 09, 1838, for Bermuda. Three months later, on January 10, 1839, the
vessel was in Barbados and preparations were being made for a return voyage transporting troops
from the British garrison there to Halifax when 53 year old James Polkinghorne died suddenly from
yellow fever. On January 11, 1839, the day after Polkinghorne’s death in Barbados, Lieutenant
Francis Polwhile received an acting commission as commander of the Crocodile. On April 26, 1839,
Captain Alexander Milne took over command of the vessel.

This aerial photograph taken in the early 1930s, looks across St. George’s Harbour. The
community of Sandy Point, at the eastern end of the peninsula (now Flat Island), is visible in the
foreground and the Town of St. George’s is visible in the background.

Helene/Ellen Marche was born in 1829 in Boularderie,
Cape Breton. She was 9 years old, and was living on Sandy
Point, when the Crocodile visited there in 1838. Helene was
the daughter of Vincent François Marche (also known as
François Marche Sr.) and Sophie Adelaide Jesseaume (now
spelled Jesso) who arrived on Sandy Point in 1830. On
November 13, 1852, Helene married Ignace Godet/Gaudet
(born 1829) and raised a family at Kippens.
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Heloise/Eliza Reneau/Renouf was born at Sandy Point in 1839. She
was the daughter of Julien and Elizabeth (Marche) Reneau. Julien was
born in France in about 1806 and had lived at St. Pierre as a young man.
He arrived at Sandy Point in the early 1830s and married Elizabeth
Marche in 1833. She was born in 1815 in Boularderie, Cape Breton. In
about 1845 Julien and Elizabeth moved their family out to Grand
Jardin, Cape St. George, on the western end of the Port au Port
Peninsula. Heloise married Pierre Nouvelle at Cape St. George on June
01, 1858. He was born in France. Pierre died in the late 1880s. On July
08, 1891, Heloise married a widower from Cape St. George named
William Robin. After his death, she moved to Stephenville to live with
the family of her daughter, Marguerite/Margaret who was married to
Henri/Henry Alexandre/Alexander.

Sandy Point in the summer of 1898

Theotiste Catherine Luce Benoit was 2 years old, and was living at Sandy
Point when the Crocodile visited there in 1838. She born there in 1836.
She was also sometimes referred to in records by the names Marie and
Judith. Her family moved to Benoits Cove in the Bay of Islands when
she was about nine years old. She was the daughter of Olivier ‘Sebastien’
and Theotiste Catherine (Jesseaume/Jesso) Benoit. Sebastien was the son
of Francois and Anne (L’Official) Benoit. He was born in 1801 at the
Main Gut (now Stephenville Crossing). Theotiste Catherine, the daughter
of Joseph-Marie and Marie-Josephe Anne (Marche) Jesseaume, was born
in about 1815 in Little Bras d’Or, Cape Breton. On October 28, 1857,
Theotiste Catherine Luce Benoit married Maxime LeBlanc of Indian
Head (now Stephenville) and settled in his home town.

14

The 1838 List of Inhabitants: Bay St. George’s Inner Bay

Kirk Raymond Butt, D.Th., Ph.D.

George Parsons Butt (September 30, 1854 - on February 11, 1940)
was born on Sandy Point. He was the son of Solomon and Julia Ann
(Parsons) Butt. His mother, Julia Ann Parsons was 9 years old, and
living on Sandy Point in 1838, when the Crocodile visited the area.
In 1877, George married Letitia Penny (September 04, 1856 - July
12, 1938), whose family came from Freshwater, Conception Bay
North. George and Letitia settled at St. Georges in 1877, and then in
1892 moved to Heatherton in the outer bay. Julia Ann was the
daughter of William Jr. and Rachel Parsons. The Parsons family
arrived on Sandy Point in about 1818. George’s father, Solomon Butt,
came to Sandy Point in the early 1840s. He was born at Western Bay
in Conception Bay North in 1818.

William Isaac Parsons was born at Sandy Point on February 16,
1850. He was the son of John and Marcella Caroline (Dennis)
Parsons of Sandy Point. John was 22 and Marcella was 12 when the
Crocodile visited Sandy Point. They married in 1844. William Isaac
married Frances Elizabeth Ballam (born October 24, 1860) in about
1877. She was born in Carbonear and was the daughter of James and
Sarah Ballam. William Isaac died at The Gravels in January 1881 at
age 30. Frances Elizabeth remarried to Rueben Hynes (born
December 15, 1857) and settled at Fox Island River. Frances
Elizabeth died in childbirth in July 1900 and Rueben married Mary
Anne Royer. Isaac William’s father, John Parsons, was the son of
James and Susannah Parsons who arrived at Sandy Point in about
1818. Isaac William’s mother, Marcella Caroline, was the daughter
of Philip and Ann (Pennell) Dennis. Ann Pennell’s parents, Clement
and Susan Irene (Huelin) Pennell, were the second settler family on
Sandy Point. Phillip Dennis’ parents, John and Fanny (Serle) Dennis,
were the first settlers in the inner bay.

Laurentia ‘Florence’ Frances Benoit was born in 1863. Her
father Francis Benoit was a young child when a lieutenant
from the Crocodile came to his community (now
Stephenville Crossing) to collect information for the 1838
List. She was the daughter of Francis and Ellen Benoit. Her
father, Francis (born 1834-35), who resided for many
years at Grandy’s Brook on the south coast, was the son of
Jean-François Benoit (son of François Benoit and Anne
L’Official) and Judith LeJeune of the Main Gut. Florence
married first to Peter Oliver. After his death, she married
Daisley Shepherd on October 20, 1890. They resided at St.
George’s. After he died, Florence married on October 11,
1930, to Peter Hammer Benoit.
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George Pieroway Jr. (1815 - July 20, 1898) was born on Sandy Point.
He was 23 years old and living on Sandy Point in 1838 when the
Crocodile visited the area. He was the great-grandson of John and
Fanny (Serle) Dennis, the first settlers of the inner bay. George Jr’s
parents were George Sr. and Mary (Messervey) Pieroway. George
Jr’s father was born at St. Heliers, Jersey. His mother was the
daughter of Philippe and Susan (Dennis) Messervey, the first settlers
of Sandy Point. George Jr. married Mary Ann “Polly” Dalton (18211903) on July 15, 1847.

Mary Anne Medore/Madore (June 05, 1860 - November 12, 1953)
was born at Sandy Point. Her father, William was living on Sandy
Point and was about 14 when the Crocodile visited there in 1838. She
was the daughter of William and Marie (Couenne) Medore/Madore.
Mary Anne was raised in the community now known as Heatherton.
On July 11, 1878, she married Daniel/Donald MacDonald (August
21, 1848 - May 23, 1914), the son of James and Mary MacDonald.
Mary Anne’s father, William Medore/Madore, was born in about
1824. He was the oldest child of George and Marie (Jesseaume)
Medore. Marie Jesseaume (born 1798 in Little Bras d’Or) was the
daughter of Jean and Marie Anne (Fournier) Jesseaume

Pauline LeJeune/Young, the wife of William Webb, in
Stephenville Crossing (c.1930). Pauline was born at
Bank Head (now St. Teresa-Journois) on October 22,
1873. Her parents were Daniel Alexis and Justine (King)
LeJeune/Young. Daniel was born on Sandy Point in
about 1838, the year of the Crocodile’s visit. He was the
son of Alexis and Anne Eleanor (Quick) LeJeune.
Alexis’ first wife, Martha Marche, died soon after
arriving at Sandy Point in the early 1830s. Justine was
born in Little Bras d’Or on September 25, 1837, and was
the daughter of Francis and Eloyse (Doucet/Doucette)
Webb. After the death of her father, Francis Webb,
Justine took the last name of her step-father, Frank King.
Pauline LeJeune/Young first married John Lucas on
October 27, 1894, and settled at Stephenville Crossing.
After he died, she married William Webb in 1916.
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