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Early Settlers of Sandy Point: The Messervey Family Legacy

Philippe/Philip Messervey was born on the island of Jersey in 1769. Most of his
descendants spell their surname as Messervey. He was the son of Philippe Sr. and Rachel
(Bertram) Messervy of St. Saviour, Jersey. The spellings Meservey, Messervy, and other
variations of the surname, can be found in written records for Jersey as far back as the early
14th century.
Philippe Sr. was born on Jersey in 1743 and died in 1795. He was the son of Jean and
Rachel (Cannivet) Messervy who married on July 05, 1736. On December 15, 1765, Philippe
Sr. married Rachel, the daughter of Jean and Marie (Amy) Bertram. Rachel was born in about
1740 and died in 1798. Philippe Sr.’s career at sea included being captain of the corsair,
Jersey, from 1781-1783.
Jersey is the largest of the Channel Islands and is a British Crown Dependency. In times
of war, particularly against France and Spain, Jersey corsairs or privateers operated
legitimately, with the permission of Britain, and assisted in national defence. As France was
located practically on Jersey’s doorstep, wartime operations were hazardous. If they weren’t
captured or sent to the bottom by enemy warships, corsair or privateer crews sometimes
amassed large fortunes through the seizure of enemy cargo and the ransoming of their crews.
Phillippe Sr.’s wealth was later passed on to his children and grandchildren. This
inheritance would be referred to on Sandy Point as ‘The Jersey Money.’
Philippe Sr. and Rachel (Bertram) Messervy had four children. In addition to Philip,
who was born in 1769, they had: Marie (1767-1842), George (1772-1839), and Jean/John
(1774-1810). Only their second child, Philip, would leave Jersey to settle far from home.
Like his father, Philippe Sr., George would be a captain of corsair or privateer vessels. He
was the captain of the Diana in 1805, and the Ceres from 1806 to 1808.
Philippe Sr.’s brother, Clement Messervy, was born on Jersey in 1745. As a young man
he worked in the Newfoundland fishery. In about 1775, he married a woman named Anne
Lucas on Jersey. They moved their family to Newfoundland in about 1783, and settled on
the south coast in Fortune Bay. Their three children were born on Jersey. Clement died in
1785 and his family returned to Jersey. Anne died in about 1825.
During this period, Jersey merchants operated ‘Fishing Rooms’ in the Fortune Bay
area, which consisted of a mercantile establishment on shore that outfitted and employed
migratory English and Channel Island fishermen. These were recruited in Europe, and
provided with transportation to Fortune Bay.
By the early 1600s, profits from the Newfoundland fishery along Newfoundland’s east
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coast, were becoming an important part of the
Jersey economy. The French lost their
Newfoundland colony at Plaisance (Placentia) in
1713, and the way was then open for English and
Channel Island fishermen to fish freely all along
the south coast. By the 1740s, the focal point of
English and Channel Island (primarily Jersey)
settlement on the south coast was in Fortune Bay.
For many years, the Fortune Bay communities of
Harbour Breton and Jersey Harbour were
important centres for Jersey merchants
conducting business in Newfoundland. Up to this
point, the remote, unsettled west coast of
Newfoundland and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, was still the domain of French and Basque
migratory fishermen, as it had been since the early 1500s.
By the 1750s, English and Channel Island fishermen were regularly visiting the lower
west coat of the island during the summer months. In the colder months, they would return
to their homes in Europe or the south coast of Newfoundland. Philip Messervey came to the
south coast of Newfoundland as a teenager in the 1780s to work in the fishery.
Finally, in the early 1760s, the first European settlers, the family of Thomas and
Susannah Serle/Serelle, put down roots on the lower west coast. They were of Jersey descent,
and had been living just west of Fortune Bay, where their children were born. They settled
at Middle Barachois (now known as McKays) in Bay St. George South.
In 1771, a daughter from this family, named Ann (born 1756), married a migratory
Jersey salmon fisherman named Jean/John Huelin (born 1745). They settled near her parents.
The following year, in 1772, Ann’s sister Fanny (born 1753), married a migratory fisherman
from Newfoundland’s south coast named John Dennis. They settled down as the first
European settler family at St. George’s Harbour, in Bay St. George’s inner bay. The
community they founded is now called Barachois Brook. John’s father came to Placentia
Bay from Dorchester, England in about 1715.
Susannah/Susan Dennis, the future wife of Philip Messervey, was the first child born to
John and Fanny (Serle/Serelle) Dennis. The 1851 death record of Susan (Dennis) Messervey
gave her age as ‘about 80’ (born about 1771). Susan’s parents married in about 1772.
Considering that her youngest child, Jesse Messervey, was born in 1820, Susan’s date of
birth is more likely to be in about 1773.
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In 1783, almost the entire west coast, as far south as Cape Ray, became part of the new
or second French Treaty Shore. After the establishment of the new Treaty Shore, the French
had begun to assert that they had the sole right to fish the area. The English, however, asserted
that by the actual terms of the Treaty there was to be a shared or concurrent fishery.
According to the Treaty, settlement by either French or English settlers was forbidden along
the Treaty Shore. In May 1786, the French Navy decided to begin asserting itself by
removing some migratory fishermen and settlers of English and Channel Island descent.
Families of French or Indigenous ancestry were left alone. The Dennis family’s home was
burnt, their fishing gear was seized, and they were driven out of the area. For three years they
lived just to the southwest of Bay St. George at Codroy Island.
Despite the efforts of the French Navy to keep British fishermen and settlers off the
Treaty Shore, the French were forced to vacate Newfoundland waters in 1789, when the
French Revolution began. Soon after, Napoleon Bonaparte rose to power. During the period
of the Napoleonic Wars, which ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1815, the French were at
war with Britain and several other European nations. Consequently, during the period lasting
from 1789 to 1815, the way was open for settlement to take hold unhindered along
Newfoundland’s west coast.
Upon their return to the Treaty Shore in 1815, the French Navy chose not to deport the
growing number of settlers along the west coast. However, there continued to be an everpresent fear among the settlers that they could be removed from the area at any time.
With the re-establishment of peace in 1815, French fishing vessels returned in great numbers
to the Treaty Shore. They soon discovered that there were now small groups of settlers of
British (English and Channel Island), French-Mi’kmaq, and French descent, at several
locations along the lower west coast.
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By 1789, the Dennis family had returned to Barachois Brook and rebuilt their home. In
the summer of 1790, John Dennis was recorded as having attended the wedding of François
Benoit and Ann L’Official in Bay St. George. The young couple settled down near her
parents at the Main Gut (now Stephenville Crossing).
A couple of years after the Dennis family returned to Barachois Brook, Philip
Messervey and Susan Dennis were married. Recently, some researchers have referred to her
as Susanne or Suzanne. However, Susan is likely short for Susannah, as this name was passed
down from the Channel Island Serle/Serelle line. Susan (Dennis) Messervey’s first cousin,
Susannah (Huelin) Pennell, was born on September 02, 1775. Although she was often called
Susan, the Huelin family Bible recorded her full name as Susannah Irene Huelin. As well,
records show that Susan (Dennis) Messervey’s oldest daughter, Rachel, named her first child,
Susannah (born about 1810). During the 18th and 19th centuries, the first name, Susannah,
continued to be common on Jersey, while the name Suzanne or Susanne was more common
in nearby France. As a widow, Susan (Dennis) Messervey travelled to St. John’s with the
family of her brother, John Dennis, in early October 1830. On October 06, 1830, Susan
baptised her 10-year-old son, Jesse (born August 12, 1820), at the Cathedral of St. John the
Baptist in St. John’s. The minister recorded her name as Susanna.
Following their marriage, in about 1791, Philip and Susan settled directly across the
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harbour from her parents on the eastern end of the uninhabited, Sandy Point Peninsula. The
narrow peninsula is 13 kilometres long, and connects to the mainland in the community now
known as Flat Bay. The Messerveys built their home near a point of land that became known
as Messervey Point. Philip was about 22 and Susan was about 18. The first settler child born
on Sandy Point was their daughter, Rachel Messervey.
The only child of Philip and Susan Messervey, for whom a birth record has been
located, is their youngest child, Jesse. When their oldest child, Rachel, died on August 16,
1868, her death record and headstone information in Sorel, Quebec gave her age as 74. This
suggests that she was born in either 1793 or 1794. Rachel was likely born no later than 1794,
as she married in about 1809 and had a child in about 1810. The child, Susannah, was
mentioned in the will of her husband, William Warren Salmon, written in 1811.
A Messervey family researcher on Jersey, named Jacques Alfred Messervy, wrote in
1899 that Rachel’s birth date was August 16, 1791. This date has now been passed along by
a number of other researchers. The date is somewhat suspect as Jacques Alfred Messervy did
not have exact birthdates for her siblings. Having the same month and day for Rachel’s birth
and death suggests that these dates were simply mixed up.
When Philip and Susan married and settled on Sandy Point, in about 1791, there were
still only a few families residing in the inner bay. The family of Henri and Elizabeth
(Chego/Shegone) L’Official had arrived from Quebec in the early 1780s, as the first settlers
at the Main Gut (now known as Stephenville Crossing). Henri was of French and indigenous
descent. His wife, Elizabeth, was of indigenous descent.
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Henri and Elizabeth’s daughter, Anne, married a Frenchman named Francois Benoit
on July 20, 1790, and settled near the home of her parents. Just 3 years later, on September
23, 1792, another Frenchman named Jean Camus married the other L’Official daughter,
Marie, and also settled near her parents. Henri and Elizabeth’s son, Georges, lived at the
Main Gut, and appears to have remained a bachelor.
Besides the Messervey, Dennis, L’Official, Benoit, and Camus families, the other
residents of the inner bay, in the early 1790s, included a group of about 150 Mi’kmaq who
were mostly from Cape Breton. In the early 1780s, the Mi’kmaq group, led by Chief Gougou,
had settled year-round at St. George’s Harbour, a short distance across the harbour from
Sandy Point. Over time, a small number of Innu from Labrador, and the Quebec North Shore,
settled amongst the Mi’kmaq and intermarried with them.
Philip spoke the Norman French dialect of Jersey called Jerriais. He also spoke fluent
French and English. In 1817, Philip had a conversation with a visiting French naval officer
named Francois Leconte regarding his earlier life. Leconte related that as a young man Philip
had fished for salmon on the west coast, and discovered that Sandy Point had excellent
fishing, so he established his fishing station, settled there, and founded the small colony.
Early European mariners who ventured into the inner bay had been quick to discover
that the deep waters of St. George’s Harbour, surrounding the eastern end of the Sandy Point
Peninsula, provided the only suitable anchorage for large vessels along the lower west coast.
The presence of a deep harbour around the eastern end of the Sandy Point Peninsula would
greatly contribute to the rise of Sandy Point during the 1800s, as the economic hub and largest
settlement on the west coast.
Over the centuries, various indigenous groups, such as the Maritime Archaic and the
Beothuk, had often camped on Sandy Point. However, there is no evidence of there ever
having been a long-term settlement on the Point by indigenous peoples.
The body of water referred to as St. George’s Harbour surrounds the eastern end of the
former Sandy Point Peninsula and extends across towards the mainland or south side of the
harbour. The eastern end of the Peninsula is now known as Flat Island as it was separated
from the rest of the peninsula by a great storm in the fall of 1951.
On the south or mainland side, across from Sandy Point, St. George’s Harbour extends
from Barachois Brook to the Town of St. George’s. Presently, the incorporated Town of St.
George’s is made up of Seal Rocks, South Side, and Shallop Cove.
The waters of the inner harbour, between Sandy Point and St. George’s, grow
increasingly shallow, extending down to the southwest. This sheltered body of water is
known as Flat Bay. It extends down past the mouth of Flat Bay Brook to where the Sandy
Point Peninsula connects to the mainland in the community of Flat Bay.
The English and Channel Islanders were mainly attracted to Bay St. George by the
salmon fishery. Several productive salmon rivers, with their origins in the coastal mountain
ranges, empty into the waters of the Bay. Not only was salt cured or pickled salmon a prize
commodity on European markets during this period, but there were also plenty of valuable
furs to be had in Bay St. George during the winter months.
The Colonial Office records relate that on May 26, 1794, Louis Gougou, the Mi’kmaq
chief of Bay St. George, along with two Mi’kmaq families, visited the island of St. Pierre.
The island was then under British control. Chief Gougou indicated to Percy Thorne, the
British Commander, that an American vessel had been making regular trips to Bay St. George
and was trading with the Mi’kmaq.
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The 104-year-old grandfather of Susan (Dennis) Messervey also accompanied the
Mi’kmaq on their schooner for the 1794 visit to St. Pierre. His full name appears to have
been John Dennis, although Thorne only referred to him by his surname. He is likely the
same John Dennis who appeared in Placentia Bay records of the 1740s. In the early 1770s,
he went to live with his son, John, at Barachois Brook. He was born in 1690 in Dorchester,
Dorset, in England. Commander Thorne invited Dennis to dinner and commented that the
elderly, Mr. Dennis had been in Newfoundland for over 80 years. Thorne noted that Mr.
Dennis had a clear mind and was in good health, with the exception of his eyesight being
impaired.
In 1797 Captain Ambrose Crofton visited St. George’s Harbour on board the British
naval vessel Pluto. He noted that the two European settler families at St. George’s Harbour
(Messervey and Dennis) got along well with their neighbours in the nearby Mi’kmaq
encampment. Crofton also noted in his report that the Mi’kmaq trapped furs and took them
to Fortune Bay and Bay d’Espoir. Crofton made no mention of an American vessel trading
with the Mi’kmaq, which suggests they had not been in the area recently. Chief Gougou had
indicated to Commander Thorne three years earlier that the Americans didn’t trust the
Europeans and Mi’kmaq at St. George’s Harbour. This suggests that, unlike other traders
during this period, the Americans were not willing to advance credit or supplies for the winter
trapping season beforehand.
Crofton reported that the European settlers at St. George’s Harbour were fishermen.
However, shortly after his visit, Philip Messervey also began to operate as a trader-merchant
on Sandy Point. During a conversation with the French Naval officer, Francois Leconte, in
1817, Philip related that he had purchased a schooner in Halifax, and when some of his sons
started to grow up, he recruited them, along with a son-in-law as his crew. The 1808 Census
described Philip’s schooner as being 60 tons and manned by a crew of four. Census data
shows that Philippe’s schooner was the largest in the Bay during this period.
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Philip told Leconte that after he obtained a schooner he began to trade with local
Mi’kmaq and Innu trappers for their furs, which were trapped in the interior during the winter
months. Every summer, he shipped these furs to Halifax, along with barrels of salmon and
cod oil, caught and processed by members of his own family. Philip added that he obtained
goods in Halifax to trade with the Mi’kmaq and Innu for their furs. These goods included:
flour, livestock, salt and other goods. Philip noted that much of his family’s food supply
came from fish they caught themselves, livestock they raised, and potatoes. They also raised
a small number of dairy cattle as well to provide them with milk and butter.
Philip explained to Leconte that at the approach of winter, as the Mi’kmaq and Innu at
St. George’s Harbour were preparing for their winter trapping in the interior, he would
advance them supplies on credit that they would need. Philip listed these items as including:
guns, powder, lead, pots and cooking utensils, blankets and a quantity of second-hand
clothing obtained by him at shops in Halifax.
The Mi’kmaq village at Seal Rocks was only a couple of kilometres from the Dennis
home at Barachois Brook. The Messervey and Dennis families were Protestant. The
Mi’kmaq were Roman Catholic, as were the French. Since the early days of French
colonization in Quebec and the Maritimes, there had been frequent marriages between French
settlers and the Mi’kmaq. It was rare, however, for Protestant or Catholic settlers to marry
outside their own faith. However, in the late 1790s, Philip Messervey’s brother-in-law, Tom
Dennis, married a Mi’kmaw from Seal Rocks named Marie/Mary Guillaume. Chief
Gougou’s wife, Marie Marthe, was also a Guillaume.
Tom and Marie Dennis lived at Little Barachois Brook for several years before moving
down the coast to Codroy Island in about 1810. Tom had lived there briefly as a child in the
late 1780s when the Dennis family was temporarily driven out of the inner bay by the French
Navy.
Francois Leconte described the women and girls of Sandy Point as being generally
rather pretty. He noted that the freshness and radiance of their complexion was remarkable.
Mrs. Messervey sometimes travelled to Halifax with her husband, but none of the other
women or girls of Sandy Point had ever left Bay St. George. He stated that they often wore
nice dresses with belts of brilliant and brightly coloured ribbons. These were all purchased
by Mr. and Mrs. Messervey on voyages to Halifax.
During this period, European settlers moved away from the shore during the stormy,
winter months and spent about five months in a sheltered, wooded area. These homes were
referred to as their ‘winterhouses.’ They were usually no more than a kilometre from the
seashore. The Messervey family spent the winter months in the vicinity of Susan’s family
near Barachois Brook.
Up until the 1840s, most residents of Sandy Point continued to leave the community
during the winter months, to occupy their winterhouses, which were located all around the
inner bay. Babies born to a Sandy family during the warm months would be born in their
main residence at Sandy Point, and babies born in the cold months were born in the
winterhouses. This explains why some older residents of Sandy Point, who were known to
have lived there all of their lives, were reporting on the 1911 Census that they were born at
other locations in Bay St. George.
For nearly a decade after they arrived on Sandy Point, Philip and Susan Messervey
were the only settlers there. The Pennells were the second family to settle on Sandy Point.
Upon their arrival in about 1800, Clement and Susan (Huelin) Pennell settled on the eastern
8
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end of the peninsula near the Messerveys. Susan Pennell and Susan Messervey were first
cousins as their mothers, Fanny and Ann, were sisters. Clement Pennell was born on the
island of Jersey in the early 1770s. The original form of the name on Jersey was Pinel. In
about 1790, he arrived at the Middle Barachois (now McKays) in Bay St. George South and
was employed in the fishery by the Huelin family. In 1792 he married Susannah/Susan Irene
Huelin, the daughter of John and Ann Huelin. Susan was born on September 02, 1775. Three
of Clement and Susan’s children were born at the Middle Barachois before the family moved
to Sandy Point in about 1800.
The third family to settle on Sandy Point was the Venson family (now spelled Vincent
by descendants). They also settled near the Messerveys. Charles was born in Cornwall,
England in about 1780. He came to Bay St. George as a young man and married Susan
(Dennis) Messervey’s sister, Eleanor/Elinor, in about 1804. She was born at Barachois Brook
in about 1785. The Vensons lived on Sandy Point from about 1804 to 1810 then moved
across to the opposite side of the Bay to live at The Gravels on the isthmus leading onto the
Port au Port Peninsula. In 1837 they moved north to Cow Head.
The fourth family to settle on Sandy Point was the Renouf family. They also settled
near the Messerveys. Clement Renouf was born on the island of Jersey in the early 1770s.
He arrived in Bay St. George as a young man, in about 1790, and worked for John and Ann
(Serle/Serelle) Huelin at the Middle Barachois (now McKays). In about 1801, he married
their daughter, Mary Huelin. She was born in about 1785. Their first child, Fanny, was born
at the Middle Barachois in 1802. In 1805 the Renouf family moved to Sandy Point. Mary
(Huelin) Renouf was also a first cousin of Susan (Dennis) Messervey.
A settler named Julien Reneau arrived on Sandy Point 30 years after Clement Renouf’s
arrival. He was born in France in 1806 and moved to St. Pierre in the mid-1820s, before
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settling on Sandy Point in the early 1830s. He married Elizabeth Marche, and in about 1845
they moved their family out to Cape St. George on the Port aux Port Peninsula. Elizabeth
died in 1856 and Julien married Bonnie Morel in 1858. His descendants now use the spelling
Renouf for their surname. He was not related to Clement.
In 1805, the family of Samuel and Ann (Huelin) Swyer moved to Sandy Point. Samuel
Swyer was born in Dorset, England in 1770. He came to Newfoundland as a young man in
his 20s. In about 1799, he married Ann Huelin, the daughter of John and Ann (Serle/Serelle)
Huelin. She was born in 1777 at Middle Barachois. Early in their marriage, Samuel and Ann
lived near her parents in the outer bay. They may also have briefly lived in the Channel-Port
aux Basques area.
In 1805 the new community was about 14 years old, and there were now 5 families on
Sandy Point. Their surnames were: Messervey, Pennell, Venson, Renouf, and Swyer. The
wives in these families were all closely related through descent from the sisters Fanny
Serle/Serelle (born 1753) and Ann Serle/Serelle (born 1756). At this point in time, 3 of the 5
surnames on Sandy Point were from the small, 118 square kilometre island of Jersey.
It would be another ten years before the next family arrived on Sandy Point. In about
1815, William Haynes married Susan (Dennis) Messervey’s sister, Ann Dennis. She was
born in about 1798 and was the youngest child of John and Fanny (Serle/Serelle) Dennis of
Barachois Brook. William Haynes was born in England in about 1790. Most of his
descendants use the spelling Hynes. In about 1840, having lived on Sandy Point for about
twenty-five years, William and Ann moved across to the other side of the Bay. They briefly
lived at Kippens River (now Romaines River) near the isthmus leading onto the Port au Port
Peninsula. In about the mid-1840s, they moved a short distance west, and settled down at
what is now known as Hynes (Haynes) Cove, about a kilometre from the isthmus.
One other sibling of Susan (Dennis) Messervey would also settle on Sandy Point. On
August 31, 1824, John Dennis Jr. (born 1792), married Mary Anne Morris (born 1799) of St.
John’s, and settled on Sandy Point.
The first settler families on Sandy Point, in which the wife was not a sister or first
cousin of Susan (Dennis) Messervey, were members of the Parsons families. The families of
William and Ann (Clouet/Cluett) Parsons and James and Susannah Parsons were of English
descent. They came to Sandy Point in about 1818, after having lived briefly in Fortune Bay.
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Five of William and Ann’s six children were born before they arrived at Sandy Point,
and one of James and Susannah’s seven children was born before they arrived on Sandy
Point.
William Parsons was born at Sutton Waldron in Dorset, England in about 1778. His
wife, Ann Clouet was born in Dorset in 1781. She had an older brother named John
Clouet/Cluett (born in 1775) who arrived in Fortune Bay from Dorset in about 1795. In 1796
he married Mary Forsey, the daughter of George and Esther (Petite) Forsey. John and Mary
were the second settler family at Belleoram, Fortune Bay.
William Parson’s nephew, James, was the son of Ambrose Parsons of Sutton Waldron
in Dorset. It is not known if James’ wife, Susannah, was born in England or Fortune Bay.
This author, Kirk Raymond Butt, is directly descended from several of the earliest
Sandy Point families, including the families of: Charles and Eleanor (Dennis)
Venson/Vincent, Clement and Mary (Huelin) Renouf, Samuel and Ann (Huelin) Swyer,
William and Ann (Dennis) Haynes/Hynes, and William and Ann (Clouet/Cluett) Parsons.
The first informal census of the inhabitants of the west coast was part of the 1808
Fisheries Report compiled by Commander Thomas White of the British sloop, Avenger. The
census for Bay St. George was in two parts and recorded the settler population of the inner
and outer bays at 102. The British Navy collected information on the settler population for
the purpose of taxation. As cash was scarce in early Bay St. George, trade goods or food
supplies for the crew of the Avenger were accepted as payment. The ship’s purser then paid
out cash to the captain to cover the tax. In this particular case, the Avenger was collecting tax
money towards the support of Greenwich Hospital back in England. The Mi’kmaq settlement
at Seal Rocks was not included in this census, mainly because they were exempt from the
tax. The Chief, and one other man from Seal Rocks, was recorded on the census because they
were employed in the commercial salmon and cod fishery.
The 1808 census for Bay St. George was in two parts. It contained information relative
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to: names of fishermen who owned their own small fishing boats or larger vessels
(schooners), the size of the boats/vessels, the number of crewmen, places of origin, size of
the cod and salmon catch, where it was exported to (St. John’s or Halifax), and family sizes.
Although the number of men employed by the owner on each of the small and large
fishing vessels was included on the census, in most cases only the vessel owners/employers
or family heads were named. For one settler, Philippe Messervey of Sandy Point, the quantity
of furs exported to Halifax was also included.
The 1808 Census noted that Philip was from Jersey, that he had 1 small boat with a crew
of 1, and that his 60-ton schooner was manned by a crew of 4. The census also noted that
Philip had 8 people in his household. In 1808, the 7 known members of the Messervey
household, besides Philippe and Susan, included their children: Rachel, Mary, Philip Jr.,
John, and George. Rachel married William Warren Salmon Jr. of Marnhull, Dorset the
following year and moved to Bonne Bay. The 8th member of the Messervey household in
1808 could have been a servant or fishery employee (known as a ‘sharemen’).
Only 3 years after the visit of Commander Thomas White to Bay St. George, 21 year
old British naval officer, Lt. Edward Chappell, visited the Bay on board the H.M.S.
Rosamund. He also took an informal census of the area. This settler population of the inner
and outer bays had now increased from 102 to 112. Chappell reported in 1813 that there were
also 92 Mi’kmaq residing in Bay St. George. Chappell’s tally of the European population
included 11 English and Channel Island families, and 2 French families. In actuality, the two
settler families at the Main Gut (now Stephenville Crossing), deemed to be French by
Chappell, were mostly of mixed French and indigenous heritage.
The Rosamund had arrived at St. George’s Harbour on June 22, 1813, in the middle of
the War of 1812 between Britain and the United States. In early August, the preceding year,
two residents of Sandy Point, Samuel Swyer and Clement Renouf, had been onboard the
fishing schooner, Industry, when it was captured by the American privateer vessel, Benjamin
Franklin. The Industry was owned by the widow, Ann Huelin, the mother-in-law of Clement
and Samuel. It had sailed away from Sandy Point on August 01, 1812, headed for St. John’s
with a cargo of salmon, and a small amount of furs. Clement Renouf was the captain. After
being captured by the Americans off St. Marys Bay, the crew and passengers of the Industry
were taken to New York City and held prisoner there until December 1812. They were finally
released, minus their cargo, and returned home in the small fishing schooner, through the
stormy seas of late December.
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During times of war, coastal communities of Newfoundland suffered greatly, because
they were often raided by privateer vessels belonging to Britain’s enemies. Lt. Chappell noted
that the residents at Sandy Point were greatly alarmed at the sight of the heavily British armed
man-of-war heading in their direction. The Rosamund had neglected to hoist its flag and the
residents were understandably highly suspicious, and fearful of an attack, in light of the
recent capture of the Industry. The inhabitants were ready to make a stand in order to defend
their lives and property. Great was their relief when it was discovered that the vessel was a
British warship. Chappell reported that Philip Messervey immediately rowed out to greet
them and the crew was received with open arms by the small community.
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The crew soon learned that the Mi’kmaq village across the harbour at Seal Rocks had
also been preparing a hostile welcome should they have proven to be an American warship.
As soon as the flag of the Rosamund was displayed, the Mi’kmaq Chief arrived from across
the harbour to greet them.
Chappell described Philip Messervey as the constable and chief man of the place.
During this period, there were no police or magistrates anywhere on the west coast. It was
not uncommon then for residents of a community to entrust a member of their community to
keep order. Serious crimes or offences on the west coast were very rare. If something did
occur, the perpetrator would be held until a British warship came by, and they would then be
taken to St. John’s for a trial.
During his brief visit to the area, Chappell walked along the shore from the mouth of
St. George’s River to Seal Rocks. He appears to have seen Susan Messervey’s 74-year-old
father, John Dennis, as he passed through Barachois Brook. Chappell does not appear to have
spoken to him, he simply referred to him as an old (European) man fishing for salmon.
Salmon fishing was then carried out using small boats to tend weirs or nets that had been
placed, near or across, the mouths of rivers. John Dennis was the first known European to be
born on the lower west coast. He was born at Cape Ray in 1739 when his family was there
for the summer fishery. During that period, the Dennis family lived in Placentia Bay during
the colder months of the year.
At the time of Lt. Edward Chappell’s 1813 visit, European settlers had only been in the
area for half a century, and there had only been settlers on Sandy Point for about 22 years.
Only the oldest of the Messervey and Pennell children were of marriageable age during this
period. The settlers of the small community were entirely Church of England at the time of
Chappell’s visit.
The French had returned to their fishery along the Treaty Shore in 1815, after the
Napoleonic Wars. For the most part, they did not harass the settlers in Bay St. George, or try
to remove them from the area, except for occasionally warning them not to fish. This was
not a serious threat, as the French Navy and migratory French fishermen were usually
sympathetic towards the settlers. They well aware that they derived most of their livelihood,
and food for their families, from the fishery. Unless settlers deliberately fished in close
proximity to the French, they were usually left alone.
The actual terms of the somewhat vaguely written Treaty between Britain and France
allowed for fishermen of both sides to fish along the west coast, although settlement was not
permitted. However, the French continued to insist that their interpretation was that they had
an exclusive right to the fishery.
The French naval officer, Sub-lieutenant Leconte, reported an incident in 1817
involving Philip Messervey being ordered not to fish by a French merchant. Just before
Leconte’s arrival in the spring on board a French naval vessel, two fishing vessels had arrived
in the Bay from the north coast of France. One was from St. Malo and the other was from Le
Havre. The ship from Le Havre had an agent on board from the Le Havre mercantile firm of
Cacheux and Bimar. Leconte stated that upon the arrival of his vessel, the Railleur, shortly
after, he found that Philip Messervey and his family were quite alarmed because the agent
had ordered him to stop fishing and leave the bay.
The two fishing brigs were under the command of a Captain Cuvillier who then decided
to smooth things over. The St. Malo ship was pursuing the cod fishery, but the Le Havre
vessel had set out salmon nets. They but did not know how to properly set them or what was
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involved in salmon fishing. Captain Cuvillier though it was barbaric to drive the settlers away
from the coast, so he struck a deal, whereby Messervey and his sons would fish for salmon
with the crew of the Le Havre vessel, and also teach them about the salmon fishery. The
French firm provided salt and barrels, and the profits were split evenly.
Several years later, Leconti would state in his memoirs, that this agreement with the
Messervey family stayed in place until at least 1830. Although they had no right to the land
resources of the area, the Le Havre merchants also wanted to get in on the profits from trading
with the Mi’kmaq for furs. However, they backed off on this because they always returned
to France during the winter, and did not wish to risk advancing supplies for the winter
trapping season to the Mi’kmaq trappers as Messervey always did.
During this period, Philip Messervey continued to trade with the local Mi’kmaq and
Innu for furs. He continued to have a good relationship with them based on fairness and
mutual respect. In correspondence with Governor Hamilton in 1819, a White Bay fisherman
and fur trader named John Gale, reported that a Jersey merchant, and principal man at St.
George’s Harbour, named Philip LeArvy (Messervey), was purchasing fur from the Mi’kmaq
in Bay St. George. He seemed to have had another local man in White Bay write the letter as
his own name was signed with an “X.” He was unhappy that Messervey was encouraging the
Mi’kmaq to trap as he felt they were ranging far to the north near White Bay into what he
seemed to believe should be an exclusive territory for himself and other British trappers.
In 1819, Viscount Francois-Marie Cornette de Venancourt stopped off briefly in Bay
St. George’s inner bay. He was the Commander of the corvette, Diane, and Commander of
the French Naval Station in Newfoundland. He commented on the rapid increase of the settler
population of the area. Forty years ago, there had only been one family (the L’Officials) at
Grand Barachois (an early French name for Stephenville Crossing), and one family at St.
George’s Harbour (the Dennis family at Barachois Brook). From those 2 families he noted
there were now 18 families, 5 were at Grand Barachois and 13 at St. George’s Harbour
(which now included the Barachois Brook and Sandy Point families). He gave the total
population of the inner bay as 119. He did not give a number for the Mi’kmaq and Innu
settlers at Seal Rocks in St. George’s Harbour. The French Commander was impressed with
the health and diet of the local people. He stated that the lives they lead, and the food they
eat, favour an increase in population in this area, which he considered the healthiest in the
world.
When the explorer, William Epps Cormack, stopped off at Sandy Point in 1822, after
his legendary trek across the interior of the island, he was a guest at the home of Philip and
Susan Messervey. Cormack wrote in his journal that he had remained at St. George's Harbour
under the hospitable roof of Mr. Philip Messervey, the principal inhabitant, to rest and
recover from the fatigues and deprivations of his journey, and from a hurt received while
descending the mountains to the coast. He commented that the entire population of Sandy
Point was of English and Channel Island descent and lived on the eastern end of the
Peninsula.
Philip Messervey passed away in 1827 at the age of 58. Between 1791 and 1820, Philip
and Susan had 9 children. All of the children were born and raised on Sandy Point. One child,
William Ulrich Messervey, died young. Philip trained his sons to be fishermen and merchanttraders. They would all operate their own fishing schooners, and continue to play a major
role in the commerce and development of Sandy Point after Philip’s death. Susan outlived
Philip by 24 years. She passed away on December 19, 1851.
16

Early Settlers of Sandy Point: The Messervey Family Legacy

17

Kirk Raymond Butt, D.Th., Ph.D.

Early Settlers of Sandy Point: The Messervey Family Legacy

Kirk Raymond Butt, D.Th., Ph.D.

The period lasting from the mid-1820s, up until the 1850s, were the boom years of
Sandy Point. During this period, there was a continual influx of new settler families to Sandy
Point. These came from the Canadian mainland, Europe, and other parts of the Island. Many
new arrivals would be Roman Catholics of French and French-Mi’kmaq descent. They
resided a short distance to the west of the Protestant community on Sandy Point. During this
period, small numbers of other ethnic groups would also arrive at Sandy Point. Most of these
were of Scottish and Irish descent.
In the early years of the immigration boom that began in the early 1830s, most new
arrivals in the Bay went directly to Sandy Point, where they participated in the now lucrative
herring fishery. The growth of the herring trade would continue to draw large numbers of
new settlers to Sandy Point until the early 1850s. After this, immigration to Sandy Point
slowed to a trickle, although new settlers continued to arrive regularly, in other parts of the
Bay, and on the Port au Port Peninsula, until immigration tapered off in the mid-1860s.
Sandy Point’s population peaked in the early 1850s at about 500 settlers. Some writers
have overestimated the population numbers, and suggested that it reached as high as 1000
during this period. However, there is currently no evidence to support these inflated numbers.
After the late 1830s, French migratory fishermen and naval vessels rarely entered the
inner bay, due to the fact that cod and salmon stocks had dwindled away. They continued to
fish just outside the Bay, in the vicinity of Red Island and Port au Port Bay. After 1840,
French fishing vessels usually came into the inner bay only to procure bait during the brief
herring season, which usually lasted from the end of April into the first few weeks of May.
There would be occasional times of great uncertainty for the settlers on Sandy Point,
such as in the summer of 1857, when the French Navy was again threatening to remove all
the settlers from the area. The upcoming winter would be a hard one for the settlers, as most
of the local merchants would not advance credit to families, fearing that the French would
remove them all from the area, and they would not be able to fish and pay off their debts.
With the passage of time, fewer and fewer French fishermen came to the west coast.
Eventually, in 1904 they gave up their rights to the Treaty Shore. For too long, the settlers of
the west coast had been ignored or neglected by the British government in London and St.
John’s, due to fears that they would upset the French government. By this point in time, the
west coast had gained political representation from the Newfoundland government, and were
receiving social or government services and benefits on a par with the rest of the Island.
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After a severe storm in late 1951, a
gap was created when the sea broke
through and separated the eastern
end of the Sandy Point Peninsula
from the remainder of the peninsula,
which connects to the mainland in
the community of Flat Bay. The
eastern end of the peninsula is now
known as Flat Island.

On Wednesday, December 19, 1951, a terrible storm created a gap that separated the
eastern end of the peninsula from the western end. Rising water levels trapped many Sandy
Point residents on the second story of their homes. Water levels remained high, and several
families had to wait a couple of days to be rescued.
After this, the community was no longer located on a peninsula. Instead, it was a
community on Flat Island. The population of Sandy Point had been dwindling, off and on,
since the late 1890s, particularly as economic and social opportunities became available
elsewhere. There would also be access to connecting road and railway services elsewhere.
Eventually, the government included Sandy Point in its controversial resettlement program.
In 1973, The last resident left Sandy Point.
Sandy Point now attracts an increasing number of yearly visitors. Tourists are ferried
across the harbour from the mainland in small boats by local tour operators. Kayak visits are
popular as well.
Almost all traces of the former community have been removed. There are still the
remains of old building foundations, the old breakwater and dock, the cemeteries, and the
lighthouse, which the Coast Guard restored in 2010.
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People are also drawn to the natural beauty of the area. Flat Island is 400 hectares (988
acres) in size. Its salt marshes, tidal flats, and peaceful sandy beaches are of particular interest
to visitors. The Nature Conservancy of Canada has established the Sandy Point Nature
Reserve, which protects 27 hectares (67 acres) of land on Flat Island. There is a focus on
protecting local nesting habitats and bird species, such as the endangered Piping Plover.
Relatives and former residents still come to visit the old graveyards, walk around the
area where the houses once stood, and reminisce. The old lighthouse at the far eastern end of
the former peninsula is the highlight of any visit.
Sandy Point was once the largest community, and most important settlement on the
entire west coast of Newfoundland. The Messervey family, and other pioneer settlers who
arrived later, left behind an important legacy.

The Children and Grandchildren of Philip and Susan (Dennis) Messervey:
The only child of Philip and Susan Messervey, for which an exact birth record has been
located, is their youngest child, Jesse. In the early settlement period, there were no churches
or clergymen in the area. Baptisms, marriages, and funerals were conducted by lay ministers.
Sometimes these dates were recorded in family Bibles, in the rare case that a family even
owned one. Most of the settlers were illiterate. The intent of a lay person baptism was that
children or young adults would later be re-baptized by a clergyman. This usually took place
when a family ventured to a population centre outside the Bay.
When Charles Venson/Vincent arrived on Sandy Point from Cornwall, England, in
about 1804, he began performing the duties of a lay minister. The first ordained Church of
England minister to visit the area would be Archdeacon Edward Wix who visited in 1830,
and again in 1835. He baptised or re-baptised some of the children and young adults of Sandy
Point, but only recorded their age in the church records, not their date of birth. These records
were stored at St. Thomas Church in St. John’s. Before the arrival of Charles
Venson/Vincent, some inner bay area baptisms were done by John Robinson, an Irishman
who lived in the community now known as Robinsons in the outer bay. He arrived there in
the early 1790s. Charles Venson/Vincent was of the Church of England faith and John
Robinson was a Catholic, but both men acted as lay ministers for anyone of European or
Indigenous descent requesting their services, regardless of their faith.
Rachel Messervey, the oldest child of Philip and Susan Messervey, was born in
1793/94. She was the first settler child born on Sandy Point. She married William Warren
Salmon Jr. of Marnhull, Dorset, England, in about 1809. They moved to Bonne Bay, where
William was the proprietor of the Salmon Company. According to White’s 1808 Census, he
employed 5 boats and 5 men in the salmon and cod fishery. His 58-ton schooner was manned
by 4 men and shipped fish to St. John’s. His will was written at Bonne Bay in 1811, not long
before his death, and was proved/probated in London on May 22, 1813. William and Rachel
had one child named Susannah.
Rachel was living at Sandy Point when she married Jesse Dunn Armstrong in about
1815. The official marriage was later performed on April 03, 1820 in Sorel, Quebec by John
Jackson, a Church of England minister. Jackson noted in the church records that they had
been married earlier by a lay minister in Bay St. George. Jesse was born on February 14,
1796, in Maskinonge, Quebec and was baptized in nearby Sorel on May 08, 1896. He was
the son of Edward Armstrong (November 30, 1769 - May 04, 1844) and Elizabeth Dunn
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(September 08, 1775 - January 27, 1849).
Jesse and Rachel lived on Sandy Point briefly after their marriage. During this period,
Jesse was master of the schooner Two Sisters. His vessel was recorded in the Shipping
Arrivals section of the Montreal Gazette, from 1817 to 1819, as having completed voyages
from Bay St. George to Quebec City carrying fish and fish oil. In about 1820, Jesse and
Rachel moved to Quebec where his family resided.
Jesse was captain of the steamer John Bull, and then served as Harbour Master of
Quebec City for many years, until his retirement in 1871. He was also one of three Wardens
of the Trinity House of Quebec City, which had jurisdiction over criminal matters,
navigational, and civil matters arising on the St. Lawrence River. His father had served as
Harbour Master of Montreal for several years.
Rachel died at Point Levis near Quebec City, at age 74 on August 16, 1868. She was
buried in the Church of England cemetery at Sorel, Quebec. The death record gave her
maiden name as Messervey. Jesse went to Redwood City, San Mateo, California, after his
retirement in 1871, where he died on July 07, 1874.
The known children of Jesse and Rachel (Messervey) Armstrong were: Rachel (1816),
Louisa Margery (December 29, 1822), Edmund (October 27, 1824), Catherine Colclough
(July 24, 1827), Georgiana (1829), William Wallace (December 04, 1831), a daughter whose
name is not known (February 03, 1834), and Elizabeth Amelia Armstrong (November 26,
1836). Georgiana died young at the age of 13 on January 06, 1843.
Jesse and Rachel’s daughter, Rachel, returned to Sandy Point, and in 1839 she married
Philip Elihu/Elias Allez (now spelled Alley by descendants) who was then residing in the
outer bay. Rachel died on November 24, 1894, at Seal Cove (now the west end of
Stephenville Crossing). Philip Elihu/Elias was born in the outer bay on December 14, 1814,
and was raised in Corbin, Fortune Bay. He was the son of John and Martha Jane (Huelin)
Allez/Alley. He was named Elihu after Elihu Doty of New York City. The Doty family (Elihu
and Sophia) had treated his grandmother, Ann Huelin, kindly while she was being detained
there as a prisoner of war during the early part of the War of 1812.
Mary Messervey was born in about 1795. In 1813-14 she married George Pieroway
of St. Helier, Jersey. He died in about 1822. George and Mary had three children together on
Sandy Point: George Jr., Philip, and Rachel.
In about 1825, Mary married Samuel Shaw of St. John’s. He was the son of Robert
and Margaret Shaw. Samuel was born in New Ross, Ireland in 1789 and immigrated to St.
John’s with his family in about 1800. When Archdeacon Edward Wix made his first visit to
Sandy Point in September 1830, he baptized three of Samuel and Mary’s children: Rachel
Pieroway (age 9), Thomas Shaw (age 3) and William Shaw (age 6 months). As he was
unfamiliar with the surname Pieroway (spelled Pirouet on Jersey), Archdeacon Wix used the
spelling of Pervost.
Samuel and Mary (Messervey) Shaw both died at Sandy Point in about 1837. They had
three children together (Thomas, William Henry, and James) who were raised at Sandy Point.
The 1838 List of Inhabitants showed 6 persons in the home of George Pieroway Jr. (born
1815 and died on July 20, 1898 at age 83). He had inherited the home of his parents, and had
taken on the responsibility of looking after the family after his mother and stepfather’s death
in about 1837. In 1838, the members of George Jr.’s household would have included his two
younger Pieroway siblings and his three Shaw siblings.
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The children of Mary Messervey and George Pieroway Sr. were: George Pieroway Jr.
(1815), Philip Pieroway (about 1817), and Rachel Pieroway (1821). The children of Mary
Messervey and Samuel Shaw were: Thomas Shaw (1827), William Henry Shaw (1829) and
James Shaw (about 1835).
Philippe/Philip Messervey Jr. was born in about 1798. There is conflicting evidence
regarding his date of birth. His age was recorded as 86 years on his death record on June 05,
1881 (born 1794/95). In a recorded statement to the Fisheries Commission in June of 1859,
Philip stated that he was 60 years of age (born about 1798/99). He also related that when he
was a young child there were only 4 or 5 houses on Sandy Point. Philip also said in 1859 that
he had been fishing for about 45 years. There were no schools in Bay St. George when Philip
was growing up. During this period, boys usually begin full-time work in the fishery around
the age of 15. His brother, John Messervey, and his cousin, John Renouf, reported to the
Fisheries Commission in separate interviews that they started fishing at 15 years of age.
Philip Jr. married Harriet Jacobs at St. Paul’s Church in Halifax on August 26, 1820.
She was born on June 24, 1799. Harriet was the oldest daughter of Solomon and Sarah Anne
Jacobs of Halifax. The Acadian Recorder noted that Solomon was deceased at the time of
Harriet’s marriage. The couple resided in Halifax for a couple of years, and then moved to
Sandy Point. Later, they returned to Halifax for a brief period just prior to Harriet’s death in
1840. The couple had eight children: Sarah (June 25, 1822), William (January 08, 1823),
John (August 15, 1824), Philip (1826), Selina (1828), Samuel (1831), Harriet (about 1833),
and Susannah Sarah (1835).
On May 29, 1844, Philip Jr. married Mary House and they resided on Sandy Point.
She was born in 1809 and died at age 87 on October 03, 1896. Her place of origin is unknown.
Her surname appeared as House on the marriage record, and again when she witnessed the
marriage of Charles Butt and Anabelle McLean in December of 1870. Philip and Mary had
five children: George Henry (March 19, 1845), Sapphina (November 07, 1847), Arthur
(February 15, 1851), Rebecca (June 05, 1854), and Charles (March 09, 1859). Arthur died
young at the age of 16 on October 13, 1867. Charles died fairly young at age 30.
John Messervey gave his age to the Fisheries Commissioners in June of 1859 as 55
years, which suggests that he was born in 1803-04. His death record listed his age as 63 on
August 31, 1865, which suggests that he was born in 1801-02. He married Anne Morris of
St. John’s on August 27, 1824. She was the daughter of Thomas Sr. and Sarah (Jenkins)
Morris. Anne was born in 1805, and was a sister to Mary Anne Morris, the wife of John
Dennis Jr. (John Messervey’s uncle). John Dennis Jr. and Mary Anne married in St. John’s
on August 31, 1824.
John Messervey and his uncle, John Dennis, met the Morris girls in St. John’s on one
of their voyages there the early 1820s. In 1839-40, a brother of Mary Anne (Morris) Dennis
and Anne (Morris) Messervey named Thomas Morris Jr., would bring his family to Sandy
Point. He had married Mary Hudson of St. John’s on May 02, 1837. This couple lived at
Sandy Point until about the summer of 1845 then moved across the harbour to St. George’s.
During the summer months, John Messervey, and his uncle, John Dennis Jr. (born
1792), regularly travelled together by schooner to Halifax and St. John’s, with cargos of fish
and furs to obtain supplies or trade goods. They also occasionally sold fish to a French
merchant from St. Pierre named Duquesnel, as well as to the French firm of Campion and
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Company, who made trading voyages to Bay St. George.
During the summer months, John Messervey also participated in the herring, cod, and
salmon fishery. He mainly fished for salmon in St. George’s River. By the 1850s, his trading
company was known as John Messervey and Sons. After 1840, a number of local men, such
as John Messervey, who owned their own schooners, were regularly travelling up to fish off
the coast of Labrador during the summer months.
Anne died at age 39 on December 29, 1844. The couple resided on Sandy Point where
they had nine children: John (October 20, 1826), William Henry (February 28, 1930),
Abraham (February 07, 1833), Sarah Anne (February 07, 1833), Charles Robert (November
01, 1834), Marcella Mary (December 01, 1835), Benjamin Thomas (January 05, 1838), Mary
Jane (October 28, 1843), and Louisa (December 28, 1844). Louisa died as a young child on
June 15, 1845.
George Messervey was born in 1805. He married Fanny Renouf in about 1825. She
was born in 1802 at Middle Barachois in the outer bay and was raised on Sandy Point. She
was the daughter of Clement and Mary (Huelin) Renouf. George and Fanny resided on Sandy
Point. George fished for herring, salmon, and cod in Bay St. George. On a number of
occasions, he took his schooner up to southern Labrador to engage in the summer fishery.
Fanny died on July 18, 1871, at age 68, and George died by drowning on October 05, 1875.
They had six children: Ann (about 1827), Mary (about 1830), George (about 1834), James
(August 31, 1938), Clarice/Clara (May 12, 1840), and Louisa (July 14, 1842). Louisa died
as a young child on June 10, 1843.
Abraham Messervey was born in 1809. He married Susannah/Susan Swyer of
Sandy Point in about 1832. She was born in 1804 and died on January 07, 1879, at age 74.
She was the daughter of Samuel Sr. and Ann (Huelin) Swyer. The couple resided at Sandy
Point. Abraham died at age 71 on April 07, 1881, and Susannah died on January 07, 1879.
They had four children: George (1834), Charlotte (1837), William (about 1841), and Arthur
(February 15, 1847).
Elizabeth Harriet Messervey was born in 1811. She married John Julien
Ozon/Ozong of Granville, France on September 21, 1830. They resided at Sandy Point.
Elizabeth died on January 24, 1866. John date of death is not known. They had six children:
John (1831), Mary (1834), Elizabeth Jane (about 1837), Victoria (August 25, 1840), William
Ulrich (December 12, 1847), and Wallace (November 07, 1850), Peter Ozon, who came from
France and settled at Cape St. George on the Port au Port Peninsula in 1890, was not related
to John Julien Ozon/Ozong of Sandy Point.
William Ulrich Messervey was born in about 1816. He died as a child.
Jesse Messervey was born on August 12, 1820. He married Margaret Forrestal at
Montreal in 1847. They resided on Sandy Point for several years, then moved to Quebec in
about 1856. Their first 3 children (William, Mary, and Edmund) were born and baptised on
Sandy Point. Jesse died in the Quebec City area on November 21, 1863, at aged 43. Margaret
continued to reside in the Quebec City area after Jesse’s death and died on February 14, 1879,
at age 52. They had the following known children: William Jesse (November 24, 1849),
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Mary (December 26, 1851), Edmund Forrestal (January 13, 1854), John (born in 1856),
Philip (May 13, 1858), Alfred (1860), Alexander James (June 10, 1862), and Rachel
Margaret Amelia (April 10, 1864). Philip died as an infant at Quebec City in 1858. William
died young in Quebec on August 07, 1878, at age 28, Alfred died young in Quebec on July
16, 1864, at age 4, John drowned in Quebec on August 09, 1866, at age 10, Edmund drowned
as an adult in San Francisco Bay, Rachel died on February 24, 1880, in Aberdeen, Scotland,
at age 17. Alexander (husband of Norah Lenehan) died on January 31, 1935, in Compton,
California.
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